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Animal Idioms Collection – 
Pig out:
To eat a lot 

A bull in a china shop:
A very clumsy person 

A little birdie told me:
Someone told me a secret

Bee in your bonnet –
Upset or bothered

Birdbrain –
Dumb head 

Busy as a bee:
Very active, working hard 

Cat got your tongue:
Why aren’t you speaking?

Cry crocodile tears:
Fake tears intended to emotionally manipulate 

Curiosity killed the cat:
Asking too many questions can get you in trouble 

Doggie bag:
A container for taking leftovers home from a restaurant 

For the birds:
Not worth much of anything 

Fish out of water:
In a place or situation that is out of your comfort zone 

Get off your high horse:
Quit acting superior to others

Goose is cooked:
Now we’re in real trouble

Hold your horses:
Wait just one moment 

Let the cat out of the bag:
Reveal a secret you weren’t supposed to 

Night owl:
Someone who thrives on staying up late at night 

Put a bug in your ear:
Make a suggestion 

Raining cats and dogs:
Raining very hard out

Snail’s pace:
Moving extremely slowly

Stir the hornet’s nest:
Causing a lot of trouble 

When pigs fly:
Saying something is impossible

Wolf in sheep’s clothing:
A person who pretends to be nice but really is not

Ants in your pants:
Can’t sit still

Cat nap:
Short rest

Chickening out
Deciding not to do something after all out of fear

Clam up:
Become quiet all of a sudden

Dog days:
Days with very hot weather

Dropping like flies:
Dying or giving up quickly

Eager beaver:
Someone who is excited about doing a job

Fishy:
suspicious

Have a cow:
Get very upset

Holy cow:
Wow, I’m shocked!

Horsing around:
Playing roughly or goofing off

Get the lion’s share:
Get the greatest portion or reward 

In the dog house:
In trouble 

Kill two birds with one stone:
Solve two problems at once

Make a beeline:
Head directly towards something with a sense of urgency

Nest egg:
Money saved for the future

Monkey see, monkey do:
Foolish people copy the actions of others 

Rat race:
Competitive struggle to climb the corporate ladder or advance in position and gain power 

Smell a rat:
Suspecting trickery or deception from someone 

Straight from the horse’s mouth:
Directly from the original source 

Take the bull by the horns:
Face a challenge boldly and deal with it directly

Until the cows come home:
For a very long time

The elephant in the room:
An obvious problem or controversial issue that people refuse to talk openly about

One trick pony:
A person with only one talent or positive aspect about them

Gets your goat:
Annoys you

Pig-headed:
Stubborn or close minded 

Weasel out:
To abandon a responsibility or commitment in a cowardly or sneaky way

The cat’s meow:
Something really great or cool

Gone to the dogs:
Gone, degenerate into poor quality 

Let sleeping dogs lie:
Don’t bring up a sore subject about something that happened in the past

Wild goose chase:
Going after something you are not likely to get, attempting something that is a waste of time due to its likelihood to fail 

Quit cold turkey:
Stopping a bad habit completely right away, not cutting down gradually 

Watch like a hawk:
Observe very carefully 

Fine kettle of fish:
A spot of bother or an unpleasant situation 

Frog in your throat:
Croaky voice

Stubborn as a mule:
Quite obstinate or unyielding 

The bee’s knees:
Super cool

Barking up the wrong tree:
Going to the wrong person for help or to be wrong in a course of action

All bark and no bite:
Someone who gives verbal threats but does not act on them 

A sitting duck:
In a vulnerable position

A lone wolf:
Someone who is not social and operates alone

A guinea pig: 
A test subject

Like herding cats:
A very hard job

Can of worms:
Problematic situation 

Flew the coop:
Ran away 

Albatross around your neck:
Something from your past that hinders your present

Bite the hand that feeds you:
Hurt someone who helped you instead of helping them back

Black sheet:
A person who does not fit in among a group or family

Blow the cobwebs away:
Make room for new ideas 

Chomping at the Bit:
Eager to get going or doing something

Clip your wings:
Have your freedoms or privileges reduced 

Cry wolf:
Sound an alarm without a reason, ask for help when it is not needed

Dead as a dodo:
Completely extinct or done away with

Eagle-eyed:
Having sharp vision 

Fox in the henhouse
Troublemaker 

Get your ducks in a row:
Get organized

Get your goat:
Strongly irritate you 

Hold your horses:
Settle down or slow down

Lick your wounds:
Rest after a defeat

Like a moth to a flame:
Drawn to something despite its dangers

Lion’s den:
Dangerous and frightening place

Lock horns or but heads:
Argue fiercely 

At loggerheads:
At odds or quarrelsome 

Make a silk purse out of a Sow’s ear:
Turn something inferior or ordinary into something refined and valuable 

On a lark:
On a whim for fun

Pecking order:
Rank or hierarchy 

Play cat and mouse:
Trick someone into making a mistake 

Puppies and rainbows:
Perfect or ideal, made as a sarcastic comment to contrast a tough situation 

Put the cart before the horse:
Do things in the wrong order

Put out feelers:
Ask around 

Put the cat among the pigeons:
Do or say something to cause discord or controversy 

Raise the hackles:
Make someone angry or defensive 

Red herring:
To mislead 

Swan song:
A final appearance

Take a gander:
Take a look for yourself

Butterflies in your stomach:
To be nervous 

When pigs fly:
Said about something that will never happen 

White elephant:
An unwanted item that is hard to sell or get rid of

You can lead a horse to water but can’t make it drink:
It is very hard to force someone to do something against their will, even if that thing would be good for them




















